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+ Office
Fukushima and Iwate Project - In December 2014 | was invited by the nonprofit organization &35 * Meghiew
SetéiE ARTproject from Japan to present my work and organize series of workshops and lectures in + Production

Fukushima and lwate prefectures. This organization supports creativity in damaged areas of « Public Space

Fukushima and lwate hit by the terrible earthquake and tsunami catastrophe of 2011 by bringing

) ) ) ) ) ) R + Renovation
international creative professionals on the site to present their work and create inspirational projects to

inspire students from those areas. This organization is supported personally by the minister of ecology * Retail

of Japan » Special Projects

| organized for Fukushima and Iwate specific lectures and workshops. The goal of this project was to .
S . ) L ) + Sportd&Leisure
inspire the students from these areas and raise their creativity by bringing new experiences

| presented my work from the architecture, design and art fields and created a project that would s Transport

inspire students from these areas and give them hope. As my background is coming from the s Villa
architecture and art fields, | created the workshops and lectures for students in the architecture and
design fields (graphic design, industrial design and fashion design)

| organized the Fukushima and lwate lectures and workshops under the title *Shelter”, that symbolize
house, protection, and selected "Origami” as subject of the project. | chose origami as a symbol of
Japanese culture that inspired all the world, architects, artists and designers because of it’s clean
form and perfection

The first project was realized on 20th December 2014 in Fukushima Prefecture, in the City of
Koriyama and the second on 22nd December in lwate Prefecture in the City of Morioka. The
Fukushima project was realized in Imaizumi Technical School, in the city of Koriyama, that exists
since 1920. The number of student involved in the project was 100, their age was from 17 to 30

http://www.theplan.it/eng/webzine/the-plan-award-2015/fukushima-and-iwate



The lwate project was in the department of architecture and design of Morijyobi Moricka Information
Business College. The number of student involved in the project was 25, their age was from 20 to 25,
their fields were architecture and design.

Based on the example and the from of Origami, | showed to the students the important influence and
impact of their cultural heritage in all the world. They were surprised and very positively impressed with
the lecture and with the result of the workshop. In their eyes, Origami was considerad as simple
children game, but with my lecture and workshop they then understood the power of Origami's
structure and its potential inspiration.

The whole project was originated by the fact that | was personally always amazed by Japanese
architecture and design. With the subject Origami | wanted to explain to the Japanese students the
importance of their culture worldwide by using something that is close to them and in this way rise
their moral and pride.

The result of the two workshops was amazing: we created together artistic and architectonic complex
structures built from Origami that only them, the Japanese students, could generate with their
excellent skills, knowledge and cultural background.

Both projects, Fukushima and lwate, were structured in two parts: one hour lecture about parallels in
architecture, art, design with practical examples and realizations inspired by Origami worldwide, and
one hour workshop where the students under my instruction made each 5 Origami pieces and then
connected them into a single structure.

The result in Fukushima was 100 architectural structures, objects. buildings that formed a street. We
called it *100 origami Shelters™. The result in lwate was 25 structures that formed also a street.

The students were in very enthusiastic, emotional and happy with the final result. For them was
particular interesting how someone from Europe saw part of their culture in a different way, how the
impact of their culture is strong in our creative field and how this could give them new ideas.

We have to consider that even after three years from the earthquake and tsunami disaster, these
areas are still unrecovered.

After the first lecture and workshop in Fukushima prefecture, | went together with the non- profit
organization to visit areas around the damaged Fukushima power plant. We could see plenty of
instruments for the measurement of radiation and large fields covered with removed contaminated
ground under plastic sheets. We continued then to the lwate prefecture by car, a 5 hours long drive, to
visit areas hit by the large tsunami, where | realized the second workshop and lecture. | was
accompanied by a team of psychotherapists and teachers who work with the students.

In the city of Koriyama of the Fukushima prefecture, where | had the first lecture and workshop,
children were allowed to play outdoor until last year, three years after the nuclear disaster in
Fukushima power plant. Fukushima area is still under a decontamination process, there are no people
on the streets and a huge area around the power plant is still closed. People are generally scared
because of radioactivity, the city of Koriyama is a "city of ghosts”. They are happy when people are
brave to come to where they live, to visit them and to share some positive energy, to give hope.
Students started to smile and | could even see some tears on their faces because they were happy for
a moment.

In lwate the situation is better, there is no problem related to radioactivity, but still areas are not rebuilt
after the tsunami.

The main result of this project was to show that we are all a family under the same sun and that

creativity is our commaon language and a bridge between us.
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Ana D'Apuzzo, Ascona, Switzerland - Contemporary architect, artist and designer. Dipl. licenced
engineer of architecture, master degree. Currently in research of the connections between
contemporary art and architecture in theory and practice, through various media in her Studio darte e
architettura, Ascona, Switzerland from 2011.

Born 29.09.1978, Krusevac, Serbia. 2004: Faculty of Technical Sciences Architecture, Novi Sad. 10
years as Architect: Urbislnvest Novi Sad; Westgate AD, Zurich; etc. Ambijenti Belgrade; DaNS
Magazine board member.

Awards, competitions, exhibitions (a selection): "UnDesign Award”, Hong Kong 2014; "Art &
Science”, Los Alamos 2011; "Prix Hermes", Paris 2010; "Create the Void", Guggenhem, NY 2010;
"Square Kosturnica”, Serbia 2007; "Restructuring an rural space”, Rome 2005; "BID Zone”, USA
2003. Exhibitions: In 2014: Morioka and Koriyama, Japan; Miami SCOPE; LACDA, LA; In 2013:
Fordham University, NY; In 2011: Siena Art Institute.
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